
Update: August 3, 2019 

Dear family at Cannon Beach, 

Just to let you know that I arrived safe and sound back in the Philippines after my around the world trip 

1. working with translators of three state languages in South Asia; 

2. recharging my batteries in Europe seeing friends and relatives and family and co-laborers in translation 
work in England, Norway, the Netherlands, and in Sweden; 

3. and then the last month in the USA spending a week at our Wycliffe headquarters in Orlando, then a few 
days with Shoni and family and a couple of weeks on my farm in central Minnesota. My brother Howard 
came from his home in Cody, Wyoming to spend a week with me on the farm and then I rode with him back 
to his home in Cody via Grand Forks, North Dakota. I had found out there was going to be a first and last 
homecoming at SIL Univ. of N.D. around the weekend of the 4th of July. This is the last summer for SIL 
UND [at Grand forks, N. D.] which started back in 1952 (67 years ago) and where I studied linguistics for 
three summers in the 70s and Raquel for one summer in 1984. I'm glad I have a nice brother who was willing 
to bring me there. After a few days in Cody riding bikes with Howard out in the countryside and enjoying 
Cody's huge museum and local activities, we then drove to my cousins in Belgrade, Montana via Yellowstone 
National Park, where I then flew to Portland to spend time with my son Tim and Raquel's sister Marilyn and 
family. The day before I left for the Philippines I got to share at a Baptist Sunday school and preach at a 
Covenant church. By the way, in Cody I had the opportunity to share with the elementary kids at Howard's 
CMA church. After I shared about the needs for missionaries and specifically Bible translators, and after 
standing on my hands 5 different ways for them, I then asked how many would like to become Bible 
translators. There were probably around 8 hands that went up in the air. Hopefully I planted some seeds. 
The Scriptures encourage us to pray for laborers as the harvest is ripe. Pray with me that our Lord will 
bring our way more young people to help us in our work, and that He will guide the little ones I shared with 
in Cody. I doubt they will forget me with the gift God gave this old man, to be able to stand on his hands. : ) 

I could spend a lot of pages sharing with you all the neat things He did for me these past three months, and 
of His protection, and of all the angels He brought my way, and of the beauty of His creation. For now I 
just like to say, "Hodu ladonay ci tov, ci leolam chasdo." "Thanks/Praise the Lord for He is good, for His 
love/loving-kindness is constant/forever." - (Psalm 136:1-3) 

I would though like to give testimony of how good He was to us upon our arrival back to San Jose, Mindoro. 
I brought with me my cousin's daughter (Julia) and granddaughter (Emily) on my flight from Portland. From 
Manila we flew to San Jose, Mindoro. However as the plane was circling since it was raining down on San 
Jose, I feared that it might have to bring us all back to Manila, not being able to land. But our 
loving Lord opened up the skies for a very brief period so our plane indeed was able to land. Upon landing it 
began to pour once again and for the longest time. Again THANK YOU LORD! 

It's been raining here for the past week and what was our soccer field (adjacent to our home) is now a 
swimming pool. But I'm ok with it since I'm now back home and am not hiking the hills and mountains of 
England, Norway or Montana or biking around the countryside of The Netherlands, Minnesota, or Wyoming. 
It seemed that everywhere I went people told me that the previous week (or even the day) before I 
arrived the weather was rainy and cold. Lord, thanks again for being so kind to me so I was able to enjoy 
your creation to the max.  



I also want to thank our loving Lord for taking care of my dear wife and Mangyan students/grandkids 
during my absence. One of my old soccer boys from our Nasuli, Mindanao days and his family arrived here a 
month ago and he and his wife have been a great help to our school. For the past number of years Topher 
has been on the island of Leyte as a pastor and one of the administrators for Samaritan's Purse. It is great 
having this son of mine in the Lord helping us out along with his wife Melanie who is an excellent English 
teacher. With them on board I'll be able to spend more of my time on translation work. I'm also glad that 
Julia and Emily came with me from Portland. They will be helping us teach English to our Mangyan 
scholars/future Bible translators. Julia will stay a couple of weeks and Emily four months. Emily just 
graduated from high school. So far they seem to be enjoying their stay with us. I could go on and on and on. 
Sometime in the future I hope to send you some pictures of many of the experiences He allowed me to 
have during these past three months so you too can marvel at His creation. 

Plans: be here for two more weeks overseeing our school and translation work and taking care of a number 
of items I put on hold for the past three months. Then on August 19 off to the other side of this island 
with Raquel and Emily to renew our visa. I will stay there in Calapan for one month overseeing our 
translation workshop with Mangyan translators arriving from throughout the island. 

Again thanks for your prayers. He definitely answered them taking care of me in my travels and watching 
over Raquel and these little ones here in San Jose. Continue to soak Raquel in your prayers with regard to 
her chronic bronciectasis. She once again had to go on antibiotics fighting her weak lung condition. She 
claims to be a little better now though. 

We too pray that He will also watch over you and bless you with His love. Know that we are grateful for 
your being a part of our lives. I only had a few days in Oregon this time and so was not able to get down to 
Cannon Beach. We do hope to see you though in January. 

Kermit for also Raquel 

Headquarters (for gifts for our various ministries – please enclose a note saying “preference for the 
ministry of Kermit and Raquel Titrud”): 

Wycliffe Bible Translators, PO Box 628200, Orlando , FL 32862 

 


